FIVE   YEARS   HARD

'What Is he saying/ I ask Tony. *He talk Gwarl,
I no saveZj sar/ says Tony.

'Tell Mm to tell you in Hausa what he said/ I
order. There is great palaver between the old man
and Tony.

4He say, sar/ says Tony. 'Thank God, this bad
man, he werry glad you kill him, not debil, now
he no mind. He no like debil in bush near 'is
house!'

'Ask him how I can compensate his family for
their loss/ I say.

CI no unerstan you, sar/ says Tony.

'Tell him/ I say, 'I want to pay his family for
what I have done. How much does he think is good?'

A lot of talk ensues.

'He say/ says Tony, 'he not got family. This dead
man no good man, sar.'

'Well/ I say, 'I'll give a present. What would he
like?'

More talk takes up our time.

*He say, sar/ says Tony, "you give *im two bottles
gin dribe debils away he werry pleased/

4All right, give him the gin/

The old man is delighted, and expresses his plea-
sure by rubbing his head in the dust repeatedly
while repeating over and over again words which were,
to me, double-Dutch.

A little later while in bed I hear great shouting and

80